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Purpose 
 

The purpose of this document is to protect and improve City of Durham streets by 
providing clear, consistent pavement repair standards for street cuts.  This document 
specifies the size, shape, quality and general materials required to repair street cuts.  It is 
not intended as a complete guide to pavement structures or materials standards.   

Impact 
 

Adoption of these standards will increase the initial repair costs for the City and private 
utilities and contractors.  However, these standards are necessary to preserve the original 
investment of the streets within the City, should save funds for the City in the long term 
and minimize the costs for the private sector by avoiding the costs to fix poor repairs.     

Applicability 
 

These standards apply to anyone cutting and excavating City of Durham streets, regardless 
of the reason for the cut and excavation.  The standards apply to private and public utilities 
and contractors as well as the City of Durham.  These standards are not intended to 
supersede more substantial repair or resurfacing requirements on projects where specified 
repairs are shown on approved construction drawings or otherwise directed by Public 
Works Engineering or City/County Planning.   

General Requirements 
 

Street cuts cause damage that reduces the level of service of the street on which they are 
made.  To minimize this damage, and in some cases actually improve the street conditions 
where cuts are made, the City is adopting the backfill, patch and surface repair standards 
as described in the following sections.  In general, the repair standard will be what is 
termed a “T-patch”, which includes flowable fill and a minimum bench (or key) of 18 inches 
beyond the edges of the excavation.  This 18-inch bench will define the width of the 
required surface repair (if applicable) measured parallel to the travel direction of the street.  
The length of the surface repair (if applicable) measured perpendicular to the street will be 
at a minimum the full width of a travel lane (from curb or edge of pavement to the crown 
or edge of travel lane).  If the edge of the excavation crosses or is less than 2 feet from the 
crown or edge of travel lane, the surface repair must extend to the full width of the street 
or edge of the next travel lane.  The cost of all repairs shall be borne by party cutting the 
streets. 
 
The full resurfacing area requirements specified herein (page 3) shall apply to City streets 
with Institute for Transportation Research and Education (ITRE) pavement condition ratings 
(PCI) of 50 or higher.  The full-depth structural repair (page 2) is required on all City 
streets.  The most current list of ITRE ratings for City streets is attached.  The City typically 
retains an independent consultant every two to three years to update the ratings.  The next 
PCI study is due by Summer 2009.  The most current PCI ratings are posted on the City 
website. 
 

Resurfacing requirements could possibly be reduced or increased, at City Engineering’s 
discretion, in situations where extenuating circumstances exist such as pending 
resurfacing or road widening projects, safety and traffic flow issues, speed humps, 
adjacent pavement features or the condition of adjacent pavement.     
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Street Cut Repair Detail Cross Section (All Repairs) 
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Surface Repair Plan Views (PCI ≥ 50) 
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UTILITY SPOT CORES (LOCATES) 
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Examples 
(adopted from Nashville, TN) 
 

 

Some of the examples apply only to streets with PCR 50 and 
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This requirement applies when the patches are placed by the 

same party. 
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This requirement applies to the party responsible for the 
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Example 12 
Not Acceptable 

 
 

Acceptable 
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Example 13 

Not Acceptable 

  
Acceptable 
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LINK TO THE OPERATION GREEN LIGHT ON THE CITY WEB SITE.  

http://gisweb2.durhamnc.gov/durhammaps/operationgreenlight/viewer/index.html 

Note: Street name can be typed in to check the latest pavement condition information (PCI). Go to 

find a street and then click on the block in question and the rating will appear on the screen under 

condition from survey in the information box. 


